
Amendment 1 statements from: 

Florida State Representative Heather D. Fitzenhagen: 

"Failing to preserve Florida's water resources is tantamount to destroying future Floridian's 

quality of life. The viability of the Caloosahatchee, Everglades and Florida Bay depends on a 

bold, concerted effort by the State of Florida and its Federal partners. While C-43 reservoir 

funding is essential this alone won't solve our water problems. Continued development of best 

practices to reduce the amount of and cleanse the pollutants in our waterways is critical. We 

need to limit the pollutants that we as individuals, business and agriculture allow to invade our 

fresh water. An effective water management plan must also devise a means for water to flow 

south from Lake Okeechobee. The Everglades are parched and Florida Bay is in critical 

condition. The time for bold action is now. We have the opportunity to purchase the land under 

contract and the grant of authority to do so by amendment one. It is incumbent upon us to 

seize this opportunity even if the timing is not ideal. By investing now we can preserve Florida's 

future for its citizens, tourism, development and strong agri-business partners that contribute 

so much to Florida's economy. Thank you to everyone who is waging the daily battle to 

preserve Florida's future." 

Florida State Senator Lizbeth K. Benacquisto: 

“The Caloosahatchee deserves a meaningful and lasting plan of action to stop the harmful 

discharges from Lake Okeechobee that plague our estuary. During the coming special session 

and leading into the 2016 Legislative Session there will be a vigorous discussion about how to 

best protect our water. I believe the state should reaffirm its strong commitment to water 

quality in Southwest Florida by fully funding the construction and completion of the projects 

that have already been planned and vetted including the C-43 reservoir. 

The state must manage the land that it owns in a more effective and comprehensive fashion 

and not leave projects unfinished. This will help preserve the natural resources that help make 

Southwest Florida a great place to work, live, and raise a family.” 


