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Department of Environmental Protection Secretary 
Herschel Vinyard. Photo Credit: Ana Goni-Lessan
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On Monday, more than 90 days after the EPA follow-up request, DEP spokeswoman Reena 

Bhardwaj said a response had not been sent and there was no timetable for preparing one. An 

EPA spokeswoman said Tuesday there were no deadlines provided in federal law for a response.

"It simply looks like it's being slow-walked," said Jerry Phillips, Florida director of Public 

Employees for Environmental Responsibility. "There is no great urgency it would appear on 

anybody's front to get the issue resolved."

In response to questions about DEP's priority in responding to EPA, Bhardwaj said Tuesday in an 

email, "DEP considers any inquiry from the EPA a high priority and will respond with the 

appropriate information in as timely a manner as possible." 

"The EPA had five questions that required a significant amount of research time. Our Office of 

General Counsel is preparing a response and intends to issue that response once the information is 

finalized."

EPA spokeswoman Davina Marraccini in Atlanta said neither federal law nor regulations set a 

deadline for DEP to respond nor did the April 27 letter from the federal agency.

"While we have yet to receive a response to our most recent request, we understand FDEP is 

actively working to respond to the complex issues raised," she said. "EPA remains committed to 

resolving this matter in accordance with federal law."

Vinyard worked for worked for BAE Systems Southeast Shipyards AMHC Inc. for only two 

weeks prior to joining DEP on Jan. 14, 2011, according to a letter from DEP's Beason later that year. 

Vinyard, Beason wrote, previously worked for Classic Act LLC, a subsidiary BAE Southeast 

Shipyards AMHC Inc. that didn't hold pollution permits.

Phillips, who complained in February that after a year it seemed EPA was delaying action in the 

case, said in May that either the governor was given a bogus résumé for Vinyard or the DEP 

secretary now is trying to run from his past.

Related Research: Access documents related to the challenge to Vinyard's qualifications.

Reporter Bruce Ritchie can be reached at britchie@thefloridacurrent.com.
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