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URGENT NEED FOR WATER PROTECTION LEADS TO NOTICE OF INTENT TO SUE 
 
Ft Myers, FL - Facing continuous declines in water quality and with no relief in sight from 
any level of government oversight, a Notice of Intent to Sue was sent to the City of Cape 
Coral this week for numerous permit violations of its major pollution (NPDES) permit. 
  
The notice letter alleges that the city has largely ignored the most important 
requirements of the Clean Water Act permit which is supposed to prevent water quality 
degradation from polluted run-off from canals, streets, yards, and other surface areas. 
  
“The City of Cape Coral was allowed to remove the Ceitus barrier in 2008 on the 
condition that it would take significant actions to mitigate for the loss of pollution 
treatment that the barrier made possible. Those actions have largely not happened and 
consequently the water quality in the area is now in steep decline,” said Linda Young, 
executive director of the Florida Clean Water Network and transmitter of the notice 
letter. 
  
Since the Ceitus barrier removal, nitrogen concentrations in the former MS4 treatment 
area (NSCS) have demonstrated an increasing trend and have contributed to the recent 
impairment of Matlacha Pass Aquatic Preserve (MPAP) for nutrients (FDEP assessment, 
August 2015). Nitrogen is the usual limiting nutrient for estuaries in coastal southwest 
Florida. The increasing trend in nutrient pollution is in addition to the problems with 
salinity variations now a result of concentrating the discharge south out of the Ceitus 
canal into MPAP as a result of removing the Ceitus canal boat lift barrier. 
 
Under the Clean Water Act, the City of Cape Coral has 60 days to respond to the 
allegations and correct the permit violations. If this is not done, then the suit will be 
filed in federal court. 
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