
Florida Conservation Coalition Calls on Public to Support Clean Water Act Rules 
 
Congressman Southerland’s Bill, H.R. 5078, Muddies the Water 
 
In the face of attacks by the Florida Farm Bureau and a narrow group of elected officials, the Florida 
Conservation Coalition calls on the citizens of Florida to support the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) proposed rule to protect Florida’s water resources.  
 
The Clean Water Act prevents activities that would harm the nation’s rivers, streams, lakes, wetlands 
and coastal waters. As required by the Act, EPA regulations protect water quality, help to prevent 
flooding and limit the impact of droughts. However, federal court decisions have made it essential that 
the EPA clarify which waters must be protected.   
 
Legislation proposed by Congressman Steve Southerland and supported today by the Florida 
Department of Agriculture, the Farm Bureau and other industry groups would prohibit adoption of an 
important new rule being proposed by EPA in cooperation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
provide this clarity. The legislation would also shut down the public comment process, denying the 
public the opportunity to voice its position on the proposed rule. 
 
This effort by Representative Southerland and others to keep the Clean Water Act rules muddy is not in 
Florida’s best interest. Clarifying that streams and their wetlands are protected but uplands are not 
regulated brings certainty to landowners and assures protection of Florida’s most important natural 
resources. 
 
The proposed rule actually excludes regulation of most dry ditches, the subject of the Farm Bureau’s 
objections. All historical exclusions and exemptions for agriculture are preserved, and the proposed rule 
provides exemptions for many farming, timber and other land-use activities.   
 
“Southerland’s legislation is a misguided reaction to the proposed rule.  This legislation intervenes in the 
middle of the public commenting process and raises suspicion that the industry groups demonstrating 
today do not want to allow citizens to voice their support of our natural resources. Clean water depends 
on clear standards,” said Vicki Tschinkel of the Florida Conservation Coalition and former Secretary of 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.   
 
It is especially important that Floridians support EPA’s efforts to protect wetlands which are an integral 
part of many Florida waterbodies. They are essential to human life in Florida, providing safe drinking 
water, flood protection for our homes and roads, and our food supply.  In addition, wetlands are vital to 
the health of Florida’s waters; to wildlife which depend on them for food and habitat; and to our 
fisherman, tourists and all citizens who depend on the productivity of our estuaries, Atlantic and Gulf.  
There is nothing more central to Florida’s economy than the health of our water resources. 
 
Despite the political fracas created by the Farm Bureau, EPA’s proposed rule does not increase or 
decrease regulation of farming or other activities. The rule simply makes clear the boundaries between 
flowing waters, wetlands and uplands.  
 
“We are puzzled by the fierce reaction against something that only seeks to provide needed clarity to 
the Clean Water Act. The proposed rule does not regulate any new types of waters that have not 



historically been covered under the Act.  Clarity of these regulations is desperately needed to protect 
our precious, yet deteriorating waters and to stop endless litigation,” said Tschinkel. 
 
The Coalition encourages Floridians who value healthy wetlands and a strong economy to express their 
opinion of H.R. 5078 to their congressman. 
 
The Florida Conservation Coalition (FCC) is composed of over 50 conservation organizations and 
thousands of individuals devoted to protecting and conserving Florida’s land, wildlife and water 
resources. The first priority of the Coalition is to protect and preserve Florida’s waters. 
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