
Scott wants to spend $55 million on restoring freshwater springs, many 
of which have become choked with algae that feeds off pollution from 
septic tanks, farm runoff and lawn fertilizer.  State senators are working 
on a springs package that includes even more funding, possibly up to 
$400 million, to help replace leaky septic systems. Stronger regulations 
of fertilizer, wastewater treatment plants and agricultural operations also 
are being considered.
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Gov. Rick Scott and members of the Legislature are talking about 
spending big on environmental programs this year. The governor has 
money in his budget for a variety of conservation efforts. But some critics 
say the funding cannot compensate for a slew of environmentally 
detrimental actions by the governor and lawmakers in recent years.
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In 2011, the Legislature largely repealed 
Florida’s growth management regulations, 
which provided state oversight of local 
government land use decisions. The governor 
and other top lawmakers said the rules limited 
development and job creation in a down 
economy, but critics of the repeal worried that 
ill-conceived projects would be more likely to 
gain approval, harming the environment.

The governor pushed for big cuts to state water 
management district budgets in 2011. Central to water 
quality protection, the districts were forced to reduce 
regulatory staff and scale back in a variety of areas, 
from educating the public on conservation issues to 
purchasing land. The district governing Sarasota and 
Manatee counties had the largest budget cut, about 
$119 million. Scott and other lawmakers said 
homeowners deserved a property tax reduction.

In 2012, lawmakers largely rolled back a 
requirement that septic tanks receive regular 
inspections to ensure they are not leaking 
pollutants into aquifers and surface waters. Florida 
has an estimated 500,000 broken septic tanks, 
which are considered one of the main sources for 
nutrient pollution that causes algae blooms. Critics 
said the inspections, estimated to cost around 
$150 every five years, were too expensive.

Figures only include funding from the state, the South Florida Water 
Management District also funds Everglades restoration programs. 
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Scott’s budget has $130 million to 
help restore the Everglades and limit 
the flow of polluted water from Lake 
Okeechobee into the Caloosahatchee 
and St. Lucie rivers. Pollutants 
flowing from the St. Lucie into the 
Indian River Lagoon were blamed for 
massive algae blooms last year that 
killed dolphins, manatees and 
pelicans. A Senate committee also is 
studying the issue and may propose 
additional legislation.

THE HISTORY

The governor is proposing 
$70 million for land conservation 
in his budget. If approved, it would 

be the largest budget allocation 
for the state’s Florida Forever 

land program since 2009. 
Sarasota, Manatee and 

Charlotte counties have a 
number of parcels on the 

Florida Forever priority 
acquisition list, including 

the McCall Ranch in 
North Port.
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PROPOSAL: $55 MILLION
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