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In Marion County, the second county north of Polk, Frank Stronach is asking for a 

state permit to pump some 13 million gallons of water a day from the aquifer. It is for 

use with his massive Adena Springs Ranch cattle operation.

The problem is, the state is in the midst of a historic drought, even with rain from 

Tropical Storm Beryl. Based on the public response, this permit request has all the 

ingredients of being Florida's next water war.

But while past water wars have been largely parochial encounters, this has the 

potential to be a statewide affair. Interest has been elevated by fear that Adena 

Springs' gain will be nearby Silver Springs' loss.

IMPERILED WATER

This month, a forum called "Silver Springs and Florida's Imperiled Waters," hosted 

by the environmental advocacy group St. Johns Riverkeeper in Jacksonville, drew 

more than 250 people. They heard about the deteriorating state of the springs, the 

Adena Springs project, and its potential toll on the springs, the St. Johns River and 

the rest of North Florida's water resources.

Also, this month, there was a gathering of the state's most powerful environmental 

groups in Tallahassee, specifically to discuss the Adena Springs project and the 

strategy they should employ in addressing it. In attendance were Audubon Florida, 

the Sierra Club, the Florida Wildlife Federation, St. Johns Riverkeeper and the new-

but-ever-more-influential Florida Conservation Coalition, founded by former Gov. 

and U.S. Sen. Bob Graham.

It was the first time the groups had come together to discuss a single issue.
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"There's a lot of interest in this statewide," Jimmy Orth, executive director of St. 

Johns Riverkeeper, said. "It's the iconic status of Silver Springs.

"Here is this iconic natural jewel that has brought millions of people to Florida and 

look what we're willing to do to it. This is kind of a line in the sand. If we can't save 

Silver Springs, what can we save?"

Good question.
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