
 
May 28, 2013 

 
Mr. John Sebree 
Vice-President of Public Policy 
Florida Realtors 
 
Dear John, 
 
By now you have heard about a movement coming out of the REALTORS of Southwest 
Florida regarding the continued growth of  HABs. Harmful Algae Blooms 
 
While we may not be able to control all of the factors contributing 
to HABs (Harmful Algae Blooms), controlling those that are controllable, may 
significantly reduce the strength and intensity of the of the HABs ( Red Tide) 
that has plagued our shore line.  
 
It has been forty-three years since the first Earth Day has been celebrated  and yet we 
still recognize environmental water hazards. Too often this is due to the nature of the 
approach dealing with just one species under consideration with an environmental 
concern. We look at this differently where we are looking at the economic concern of 
losing an entire fishing industry or severely affecting tourism with poor water quality and 
respiratory distress without out placing too much stress on agriculture.   
 
We need to make our Public Officials aware of this serious issue and the need to 
correct what is correctable in the human deposition of elements that create HABs and to 
return the quality of water throughout the Gulf of Mexico and other coastal areas to 
its previous quality.  

Recently a group of REALTORS made up of the Associations of District 5, which 
include the following Associations took a more proactive approach.  

Bonita Estero Association of Realtors,  
Cape Coral Association of REALTORS, 
 Marco Island Area Association of REALTORS,  
Naples Area Board of REALTORS,  
REALTOR Association of Greater Fort Myers and the Beach, and  
Sanibel & Captiva Islands Association of REALTORS.                                                                                                                   
 
The Boards of Directors of these six Association representing over 10,000 REALTORS 
in Southwest Florida,  voted on and signed a resolution requesting an effort be made to 
improve our water quality. They believe that we can make a difference if we all work 
together. The resolution is as follows: 
 
	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  Resolution	  
 
} The Realtor® Associations of Southwest Florida found in District Five hereby 
endorse improved management and environment rehabilitation of aquatic 
ecosystems and protection of our most precious natural resource; water. 
 
} Our District 5 Realtor® Associations will ask Florida Realtors® to implement a 
statewide outreach program to local Realtor® Associations in order to recruit 
Realtors® to monitor water resource issues in their area. Local Realtor® 
Associations will be encouraged to involve other local business, civic and 
environmental organizations to work together, in concert, with their community 
and local government, to address aquatic ecosystems and water related issues 
while Florida REALTORS works with State and Federal Governmental Entities to 
accomplish the same outcomes. 
 
	  
We ask that you give this Resolution serious consideration and work to unite all of the 
associations of Florida Realtors toward a common goal. 

Very truly yours, 

On behalf of the Realtors of District Five, 

 

Gary Verwilt 

District Five Vice President   

	  

 


