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Attachment I
1995 South Florida Water Management District’s Basis for Review
4.3 Mitigation –
Protection of wetlands and other surface waters is preferred to destruction and mitigation due
to the temporal loss of ecological value and uncertainty regarding the ability to recreate certain
functions associated with these features. Mitigation will be approved only after the applicant
has complied with the requirements of subsection 4.2.1 regarding practicable modifications to
eliminate or reduce adverse impacts. However, any mitigation proposal submitted by an
applicant shall be reviewed concurrently with the analysis of any modifications pursuant to
subsection 4.2.1. This section establishes criteria to be followed in evaluating mitigation
proposals.
Mitigation as described in sections 4.3-4.3.8 is required only to offset the adverse impacts to the
functions as defined in sections 4.2-4.2.8 caused by regulated activities. In certain cases,
mitigation cannot offset impacts sufficiently to yield a permittable project. Such cases often
include activities which significantly degrade Outstanding Florida Waters, adversely impact
habitat for listed species, or adversely impact those wetlands or other surface waters not likely
to be successfully recreated.
Applicants are encouraged to consult with District staff in pre-application conferences or during
the application process to identify appropriate mitigation options.
4.3.1 Types of Mitigation
Mitigation usually consists of restoration, enhancement, creation or preservation of wetlands,
other surface waters or uplands. In some cases, a combination of mitigation types is the best
approach to offset adverse impacts resulting from the regulated activity.
4.3.1.1 In general, mitigation is best accomplished through creation, restoration, enhancement
or preservation of ecological communities similar to those being impacted. However, when the
area proposed to be impacted is degraded, compared to its historic condition, mitigation is best
accomplished through creation, restoration, enhancement or preservation of the ecological
community which was historically present. Mitigation involving other ecological communities
is acceptable if impacts are offset and the applicant demonstrates that greater improvement in
ecological value will result.
4.3.1.2 In general, mitigation is best accomplished when located on-site or in close proximity to
the area being impacted. Off-site mitigation will only be accepted if adverse impacts are offset
and the applicant demonstrates that:
a) On-site mitigation opportunities are not expected to have comparable long-term
viability due to such factors as unsuitable hydrologic conditions or ecologically
incompatible existing adjacent land uses or future land uses identified in a local
comprehensive plan adopted according to Chapter 163, F.S.; or
b) Off-site mitigation would provide greater improvement in ecological value than

