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The people spoke. Will the Legislature listen? 

 

Last November, 75 percent of Florida voters cast their ballot in favor of Amendment 1, 

the Florida Water and Land Conservation Initiative. Through passage of this amendment 

to our Constitution, the people of Florida made clear their desire that the state renew its 

commitment to providing appropriate funding for the protection and preservation of our 

natural habitats. 

 

The Florida Legislature must now enact Amendment 1 through the budgetary process. It 

remains to be seen whether or not they will act in accordance with both the language and 

spirit of the amendment. It is easy to assume that legislators must abide by the will of 

the people, but recent history teaches us this may not be so. 

 

For more than 40 years, beginning in 1963 with the creation of the Land Acquisition Trust 

Fund, and continuing through both Democratic and Republican initiated programs 

including Preservation 2000 and Florida Forever, Florida ensured funds would be 

allocated to acquire and conserve the land and water upon which our way of life and 

economy rely. The revenue for these programs was generated first from a tax on outdoor 

clothing and equipment and, later, from a documentary stamp tax on real estate 

transactions and financial documents. 

 

That changed in 2009. Since then, the Legislature has stalled decades of progress. 

Funding for water and land conservation has been cut by more than 95 percent with 

those funds diverted to other purposes. Amendment 1 was designed to compel the 

Legislature to reverse course and once again provide stable, long-term funding for 

protection of the environment. The amendment requires that the Land Acquisition Trust 

Fund receive no less than 33 percent of the revenue from the existing documentary 

stamp tax for a period of 20 years. 

 



The governor’s current proposed budget has $63 million going toward state-agency 

operations like the water management districts and Department of Environmental 

Protection, $17.5 million to pay for Florida Keys wastewater treatment and $7.6 million 

for state park ranger wages. While these are worthy of state funding they do not need to 

be funded out of Amendment 1 revenue nor are they what the voters intended 

Amendment 1 dollars to pay for. These programs and agencies should receive their 

funding as they have in the past, from general-revenue dollars. Supplanting the funding 

with Amendment 1 revenue is reminiscent of the dupe played on Floridians back in the 

1980s when our state lottery was promised to increase K-12 education funding. 

 

Florida’s commitment to preservation has paid dividends in the past and will again, in the 

future. Residents and visitors alike have reaped the rewards. We know our spectacular 

beaches are the No. 1 reason tourists choose to come here. You might be surprised to 

learn that viewing our magnificent wildlife is also one of the top outdoor recreational 

activities, according to a survey of state residents and tourists. Furthermore, according to 

a Visit Sarasota County study, bird-watchers stay longer and spend more money than 

golfers. 

 

In November, the people of Florida spoke with a resounding voice. We said, “Protect our 

water and our land.” Our governor and legislators must now construct a budget that 

aligns with the will of the people. If you were part of the overwhelming majority who 

voted for the amendment; if you understand that our economy and way of life depend on 

conserving our natural resources; it is imperative you contact your representatives and 

make your voice heard before the budget is finalized. 

 

The land and the water are a gift. Once gone, they are gone forever. 

 

Christine P. Johnson, president, Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast 


