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The recent fictional novel and now movie "The Hunger Games" by Suzanne Collins, where a 

postapocalyptic world is dominated by an evil president that maintains power by controlling the 

allocation of food to the surviving masses, creates an uncanny parallel to the struggle for control of fresh 

water in Florida and elsewhere. 

  

The recent lawsuit filed by Earthjustice against the Army Corps of Engineers, the South Florida Water 

Management District and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection for not providing 

essential water to the Caloosahatchee River and its estuary, sets the stage for this real-life struggle to 

control the most precious natural resource to Floridians, freshwater. 

  

No other resource more importantly controls the economy and way of life in a state where water wars 

are far from fictional. One only needs to look back to the 1980s, when the water wars raged in the 

Tampa region that now depends heavily on expensive desalinization of seawater. 

  

The "games" and their rules of play became abundantly clear in the early part of the last decade. The 

corps and SFWMD just could not supply enough water as outlined in the SFWMD's Minimum Flow Rule 

for the Caloosahatchee because the water was already over allocated, the river was in "recovery" and 

well, they just couldn't change the "sins of the past" and impact the existing "legal users" of the water. 

As a result, the Southwest Florida Watershed Council applied for a mock permit as a "legal user" for 

water supply to the Caloosahatchee, long denied adequate flows during the dry season. Of course the 

SFWMD overruled the request as inappropriate stating that there were statutes and rules to protect the 

public waters of the state and that a permit for such was unnecessary. 

  

The Watershed Council then asked the SFWMD to begin rulemaking for a reservation of water for the 

Caloosahatchee as could be done under existing statute and rule. When the DEP, which oversees the 

SFWMD, started to focus on the Reservation of Water Statute, big special interest consumers of water in 

Florida took notice and filed for administrative hearing that went on for years, keeping the reservation 

statute in limbo and essentially blocking progress toward protecting the public waters from 

overconsumption. 

  

Even some of the biggest developers, including a local one that marketed its developments as 

environmentally friendly, joined the petition. Why? Water supply controls the economic engine of 

Florida and they who control the water control almost every other facet of the economy. These special 

interests just could not take the chance that providing adequate water to our natural lakes, rivers, 

springs and estuaries, would leave enough water to supply more homes, more power generation and 

agriculture. 

  



The irony here was that a big reason people wanted to come to Florida had a lot to do with the natural 

aesthetics of its water resources, which those big developers often featured as part of their sales 

marketing. 

  

The water games are heating up now as Gov. Scott and the Legislature are gradually centralizing control 

of water in Tallahassee where the agenda is pretty obvious. Regional water basin boards have been 

dissolved and water management districts have been drastically reduced and many of their most 

experienced technical and scientific staff has been fired. The SFWMD budgets are now even more 

controlled by the legislature and the special interests that control it. 

  

Last week, Bob Graham and the Florida Conservation Coalition presented 13,000 signed petitions 

intended for Governor Scott, who couldn't be there for the occasion, to stop the destruction of historic 

springs and rivers in Florida from overconsumption. A "Games" event that will likely continue as even 

the prospect of "restoration" becomes increasingly fictional. 

  

Will Earth Justice and the public interest it represents become the "Mocking Jay" of the "Water Games"? 

A lot is at stake with the impacts of climate change creating more urgency than ever before. Hopefully 

Florida residents will do more than buy a ticket. 

 


