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Dennis Pekins, right, and Tom Perkins with their latest big catch

Submitted photo/Mel Karau

Yuck
Folks who live along the river may 
be seeing this kind of “sludge” 
along the riverbanks. Winter ac-
cumulations of nutrients run off 
the lands into our waters. Along 
with warmer temperatures, these 
nutrients promote growth result-
ing in algae blooms. The fl ow is 
insuffi cient to fl ush these out to 
the estuary. A health advisory 
from the Lee County Health De-
partment recommends the pub-
lic not expose themselves, pets 
or livestock to the water for the 
next week. A toxin is present that 
reduces oxygen levels in the wa-
ter and can harm fi sh, animals 
and people if swallwed.
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Former Cowboy honored by 
Mississippi conference

Former LaBelle Cowboy standout Brandon Villarreal has been selected to the 2011 
All-State 2nd Team  by the Mississippi Baseball Athletic Conference. Brandon helped 
lead Division II Holmes Community College to a 31-19 record and a North Division title 
before being eliminated in the MACJC State Tournament this spring.

A 2009 graduate of LaBelle High School, Brandon also led in numerous offensive 
categories for the Bulldogs. The 5’9” catcher had a team high .336 batting average, 37 
RBI, 22 walks, and a .436 on base percentage. He also smacked three homeruns and 
four doubles.

“I am really proud of Brandon and how he has turned things around in his career,” 
said Brandon’s former coach at LHS, Ron Dunbar. “He could have thrown in the towel 
after things did not work out at Hillsbourgh Community College here in Florida his fi rst 
year. He has always been a competitor, not willing to give in when things get tough. 
I remember numerous days on the practice fi eld when he would stay after for hours 
and correct his mistakes until they were right. I really expect great things to happen for 
him.”  “Choot ‘em! Choot ‘em, Elizabeth!”

We’ve heard this saying from the new hit 
show Swamp People.

That’s what happened recently when 
Dennis Perkins, state licensed alligator trap-
per, and his agent, Tim Perkins, crossed 
paths with a monster 12’8” alligator that 
weighed more than 700 pounds. Dennis has 
been a state licensed trapper over 25 years; 
has seen more big alligators than most trap-
pers in the state. He has plenty of proof that 
he and his agent Tim can handle a large al-
ligator. Dennis’ gators average length of 9 
feet and greater, making him one of the top 
nuisance alligator trappers in the state.

Dennis and Tim work with Florida Wild-
life Commission to keep our waters safe. 
Last week FWC called Dennis and had the 
local duo come out to remove a monster al-
ligator from Fisheating Creek Wildlife Man-
agement Area. Dennis said this is the time of 
year gators go into breeding season and you 
may see them anywhere. He has removed 
gators from pools, ponds and even under 

cars. (You never know where they may pop 
up and the worst thing you can do is feed 
them.)

Dennis said people feed them in their 
ponds or canals and that trains the gator to 
come to you and attack what’s in the water. 
That’s one of the main reasons for attacks 
on humans and animals and it’s against the 
law.

All swimmers and boaters should take 
caution around culverts, docks and heavy 
fl oating vegetation. Anywhere a gator can 
hide, take precautions. Several hundred al-
ligators are taken out of Florida water each 
year. This is a must for humans and even for 
alligator over-population. 

Dennis has done a good job of keeping 
our water safe. He said it’s been a tough job 
lately with high gas prices and with our fall-
en economy nobody’s wearing gator hide 
boots!

Dennis said he was hoping Swamp Peo-
ple would call him because he could teach 
them something.

Watch out for gators!


