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Margaret England protects nature 
By Patty Brant 

LaBelle Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year for 2010 Margaret England gratefully accepted the
honor at the annual chamber banquet Oct. 18, thanking those who have shared her vision over the
years. A retired educator, she has worked tirelessly for a strong ecological as well as economic
foundation for Hendry County. Chamber Director and emcee for the evening Lamar Youmans and
Chamber President Randy Daniels look on.

Caloosa Belle An unflagging effort to make our environment better for all is the hallmark of Margaret
England’s career. She is always to be found at “ground zero” of any local or area environmental
project, sleeves rolled up and dirt on her hands.

That expertise and willingness to work hard for what she believes in garnered her honors as the 2010
LaBelle Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year, which she received at the chamber’s annual
banquet Monday night.

Her dedication goes beyond meeting present needs. Teaching continues to be a passion for her, even
after retiring as LaBelle Elementary School’s librarian.

Her passion also encompasses those more mature souls who are open to new ideas and are willing to
commit their efforts to the tasks those ideas generate.

One letter of support for her nomination states that, as head of the Eco-recreation Coalition working to
improve the LaBelle Nature Park next to Hendry House, she has brought together the Kiwanis Club,
Rotary Club, LaBelle-Hendry Recreation Board, Boy Scouts, the School District and many other
groups.

She has escorted countless adults and youths on birding tours at SFWMD STA5, Dinner Island,
Okaloacoochee Slough, Spirit of the Wild and Fisheating Creek, attracting many new visitors to our



area from other parts of Florida, Not only do her tours encourage a love of nature in those who attend
but are a boon to the local economy as ventures in ecotourism. The Big O Birding Festival is one such
effort. She has conducted tours of the Old Fort Denaud oxbows for students and also championed the
creation of a new, passive recreation nature park on the north side of the river in partnership with the
City of LaBelle.

John Capece of Riverwatch explained that Margaret is a longtime member of numerous local and area
service organizations. She has served as vice president of the Caloosahatchee River Citizens
Association-Riverwatch, helped restore oxbows on the Caloosahatchee River and conducted guided fi
eld trips of the Old Ft. Denaud Oxbow for hundreds of area students.

Ms. England can always be found lending a very capable hand expanding public education at local
events like Earth Day, attended by more than 800 elementary school children every year. The event is
an important addition to educational programs. 

She became a Master Naturalist through the University of Florida program; is an annual organizer of
the Big-O Birding Festival and freelance bird watching tour guide. She earned the SFWMD
Ambassador Award for introducing people from many different places to the birds of STA5 and is a
guide for the annual SCF River Cruise. 

She is co-founder and officer of the Hendry Glades Audubon Society, LaBelle Nature Park Guardian
with the LaBelle Eco-Recreation Coalition and helps design plans for development opportunities that
also protect our most valuable farm lands with the Hendry County Rural Lands Committee. 

A nominating letter by Annette L. Snapp, PhD perhaps put it best: “. . . I am the president of the
Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association with Margaret as our vice president. She has served in this
capacity for years, but she continues to guide and mentor to me as I learn the ropes . . . she backs up her
good ideas with action. “For example, helping Margaret pick invasive air potatoes requires that you get
up early and don’t stop until your bag is full!” 

Margaret England is among our community’s longest residents. As the daughter of the last lighthouse
tender on Sanibel Island, she represents the best of our past and the vision of our future. 


