
 
Governor candidate stops in Hendry 

 
 
by Patty Brant  
 
Caloosa Belle Jobs and the environment were on Florida Chief Financial Offi cer and Democratic gubernatorial candidate Alex Sink’s 
mind as she made a quick stop in Hendry-Glades last Saturday. 
 
Before Ms. Sink arrived at the Port LaBelle Inn, Hendry County Democratic Party Chairman Joe Thomas explained that her focus on 
this trip would be, “Jobs, jobs, jobs and river quality.” 
 
Chief Financial Officer since 2006, Ms. Sink said that finance is Florida’s Number 1 issue and that translates into jobs. 
 
She also said she enjoys solving problems. Today, our jobs are in crisis as Florida’s unemployment rate skyrockets. Hendry County 
stands at 20 percent unemployment at this time, she learned. She is a proponent for a regionby- region plan to attack unemployment. 
 
The heartland, like Hendry-Glades, has different opportunities and challenges than the larger communities and coastal areas, she 
noted. 
 
She said her special interest is in renewable energy. 
 
Why can’t the Sunshine State capture the sun’s power and translate it into usable, renewable energy, she wondered.  
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Hendry County Democratic Party Chairman Joe Thomas greets gubernatorial candidate Alex Sink at Port LaBelle Inn 
Saturday. 
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On the environmental front, a number of area activists were on hand for the candidate’s arrival. Ed Hanlon Professor. Soil and Water 
Science Southwest Florida Research and Education Center Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences IFAS has a deep and abiding 
interest - and a wealth of knowledge - particularly where the ecosystem and agriculture intersect.  
 
In fact, he is a main contributor to a new program known as the Hendry County Sustainable Biofuels Center, along with John Capece 
and others. The project incorporates both best practices farming and educational components, the idea being to “grow” our own 
environmentally sensitive employees and grow our own environmentally friendly, renewable energy sources.  
 



Rae Ann Wessel is the Natural Resource Policy Director for the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation. For Ms. Wessel, the 
emphasis is on funding sources to implement good environmental practices.  
 
“It’s important that the Governor keep the money for conservation up front in the budget.” Everglades Restoration and Florida Forever 
need to be in the budget to stay, she said.  
 
Ms. Sink told her audience that, as governor, she would rely on her background as the child of a farm family. Her education in family fi 
nance began early at age 11, when she was writing business checks and keeping the farm books for her family, With vision, Florida has 
an opportunity to become a leader in biofuel crops and create a diversified economy, she said, and promised a balance between the 
economy and the environment.  
 
While Ms. Sink was here, Sheriff Steve Whidden had a one- on- one meeting with the candidate. He said they talked about the 
economic situation as it affects law enforcement.  
 
“In 1995,” he said, “HCSO had 9,500 calls for service. In 2010, there have been 26,000 calls for service thus far, which are being 
handled on “basically the same budget with no end in sight.”  
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Dr. Martha Valiant, left, and Terri Lazar listen attentively as Democratic gubernatorial candidate Alex Sink addresses a 
gathering at Port LaBelle Inn. Ms. Sink made a quick stop in the Hendry-Glades area as she toured a number of counties, 
getting out her message and getting to know more Florida residents.  
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