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US Congressman James Oberstar (MN8), left, sits with friend and colleague Congressman Tim 
Mahoney (FL16) as another colleague, Connie Mack (FL14) speaks at the Capt. Hendry House 
in LaBelle May 28. 
 
The need to invest in Florida’s economic future, its critical infrastructure needs - and the tough 
choices that confluence of issues is forcing on everyone from the governor to the residents – 
were the crux of a message brought to LaBelle by US Congressman Tim Mahoney (FL-16), 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Chairman James Oberstar (MN-8). A large group of 
Hendry and Glades County offi cials as well as others involved in the pertinent issues, gathered 
at the Captain Hendry House Wednesday, May 28. US Congressman Connie Mack (FL-14) 
joined the group for a time to focus attention on the quality of water being channeled through the 
Caloosahatchee River to Estero Bay. He urged completion of the C-43 Reservoir just west of 
LaBelle off SR 80. Test cells have done their work and although the science has been 
inconclusive, the Congressman said it is clear that pumping dirty water out to the Gulf is not 
good. 
 
Congressman Mahoney alluded to his close working relationship with Chairman Oberstar and 
Congressman Mack. He noted that “Florida delegates should put Florida fi rst.” He also praised 
the chairman for his leadership. Congressman Mahoney told the group that a Congress that 
spends billions of dollars on infrastructure for other countries needs to tend to its own 
deteriorating transportation systems. 
 
The overriding issue at this point is the need to invest in growing the economy, Congressman 
Mahoney said, noting that Florida is in a recession. Amendment 1 property tax cuts and lower 
revenues have produced tough choices for both legislators and residents. 
 



He said Florida needs a new business model – real estate and tourism can no longer sustain the 
state’s economy - and touted the Congressional override of the President’s veto to pass the Farm 
Bill. He continued, saying economically, Florida needs to focus on fresh fruits, vegetables and 
the production of biofuels that will reduce this country’s dependence on oil – particularly foreign 
oil. 
 
Washington and Tallahassee, along with the rest of the country, must fi nd viable ways to protect 
the environment. Water projects are a big piece of that puzzle, he said. 
 
During his 34 years in Congress, Chairman Oberstar has become one of the most powerful men 
in the country with regard to transportation and infrastructure. The chairman told the group he 
has received an overall education in America’s infrastructure since becoming clerk of the Rivers 
and Harbors subcommittee in 1963. He noted that Congress’ fi rst legislative act in 1789 was 
funding a lighthouse to safeguard water transportation. He noted that his committee is the 
“building and investment” committee of Congress. 
 
The Congressmen sat under the massive oaks at the Hendry House, taking in information from 
locals on local infrastructure needs. The South Florida Water Management District representative 
explained the key points of the C-43 Reservoir and Caloosahatchee Basin issues and asked for 
money for land to store water north, east and west of the lake. Congressman Oberstar took notes 
and asked questions about the local needs. He also noted that it took $8 billion to restore Lake 
Erie to health after years of abuse almost killed it. The lake was transformed but now runoff has 
caused some damaging algae blooms there and in Lake St. Claire in Wisconsin. Phosphorous and 
nitrogen overloading is a national problem for our lakes and rivers, he noted. 
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Congressman James Oberstar, chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure 
committee, spoke to a good sized crowd of LaBelle residents and officials May 28 at the Captain 



Hendry House. Congressmen Connie Mack, left, and Tim Mahoney listened attentively as their 
colleague helped them bring Washington, D.C. to LaBelle. Congressmen Oberstar and Mahoney 
were in the middle of a cross-state jaunt to focus on the area’s critical infrastructure needs, 
including those of the Caloosahatchee River, Everglades Restoration and Lake Okeechobee. 


