
         
 

DECEMBER 2014 Schedule 

 
 

Every Sunday in December! 12:00pm – 4:00pm 
Getting’ Picky! Plays the Blues…Blue Grass that is! 
Putting together a mix of toe taping bluegrass standards, ballads, and gospel tunes, Getting’ Picky plays 
something for everyone. Getting’ Picky is a new bluegrass music group in southwest Florida. The group is 
dedicated to playing bluegrass and sharing it with others.  FREE with paid admission, out on the porch. 
 

Thursday, December 4th, 10am – 12:00pm 

Living with Wildlife, presented by Dee Century from SCCF 

Learning to live in harmony with SW Florida’s unique insects, birds, mammals and other 
wildlife is easy when you understand, know and respect them.  Sanibel Captiva 
Conservation Foundation’s own Dee Century will explain with pictures and video. FREE with 
paid admission, in the planetarium. 
 

Saturday, December 6th, 10:00am – 12:00pm 

SWFL Native Plants with Sheryl Terepeka 
SW Florida has so many wonderful native plants perfect for our tough weather and soil conditions. 
These plants also provide shelter, food, clothing, medicine and more! Class ends with a visit to the 
Butterfly Conservatory for native plant identification.  FREE with paid admission.  In the planetarium. 

 

Saturday, December 6th, 7:00pm – 9:00pm 

Moonlight Madness at CNCP! 

Rediscover your wild side and join us for an evening of full moon fun. The planetarium will be 
open with shows, there will be viewing the moon with telescopes and help from the SWFL 
Astronomical Society, African Drumming with Ndakhte and guided night hikes out on the 
trails. There is something for everyone in the family!  Regular admission prices apply. 
 

Tuesday, December 9th, 11:00am-12:00pm 

Hikes for Tykes 
Open to pre-schoolers, up to age 5.  FREE with paid admission.  Start your little ones loving the 
outdoors at a young age, and they will always feel comfortable and at home there.  Free with 
regular paid admission, parents, you get to go too! 

 

Wednesday, December 10th 10:00am 
Southwest Florida for the New & Curious with Dr. Bill Hammond 

Are you new to Southwest Florida? Been here awhile and still don’t get the weather, the plants, the 
wildlife, the water, and what’s all the fuss about “natives”? Dr. Hammond understands! He will take 
you on an adventure of discovery, to learn all about the unique and very special we live.  FREE with 
paid admission. 

 

 

 

Thursday, December 11th, 11:00am 



“Sense of Place” A walk with ecologist and native plant expert Jenny Evans from SCCF. 

Jenny runs the native plant nursery at SCCF on Sanibel and will open our eyes to the wonderful world 
that is SWFL through native plants, natural systems and wildlife.  You’re not in Kansas anymore! Bring 
the kids; this is a chance to discover how incredible and unique SW Florida really is.  FREE with paid 
admission. 

 

Saturday, December 13th 10:00am 
Guided Nature Walk with Naturalist Rob Stange 

Put on your hiking shoes and bring the whole family for a wonderful walk through our woods!  Having 
a knowledgeable guide can make the experience so much more rewarding.  You will be walking on 
sandy trails as well as boardwalks, not suitable for those under about age seven. 

 

Saturday, December 13th 10:00am 
Southwest Florida for the New & Curious with Dr. Bill Hammond 

Are you new to Southwest Florida? Been here awhile and still don’t get the weather, the plants, the 
wildlife, the water, and what’s all the fuss about “natives”? Dr. Hammond understands! He will take 
you on an adventure of discovery, to learn all about the unique and very special we live.  FREE with 
paid admission. 
 

Tuesday, December 16th, 10:00am – 11:00am 

STEM Program: Space Racers! This is the LAST one! 
All children ages 3-8 years are invited to attend a program in the planetarium 
theater to watch a video segment of ‘Space Racers,’ receive instruction 
about the concept shown, and do a hands-on activity.   Members are free 
for this program, non-members $5.00 per child.  Pre-payment and registration 
required.  RSVP 239-275-3435  Visit  www.calusanature.org  

 

Thursday, December 18th, 10:00am – 12:00pm 
Florida Friendly Landscaping Class 

Lee County Master Gardeners and Cape Coral Historical Museum volunteers Carolyn & Vanessa will 
show us the easy way to garden in SWFL.  Just add native plants, kick the chemical habit and you are 
on your way.  They also have great ideas on creating pathways and utilizing softscape to create your 
own individual special garden space. FREE with paid admission in the planetarium. 

 

Saturday, December 20th, 11:00am-1:00pm 

Crafters for CrittersTM Workshop- Winter Crafts 
Come on out and learn about new nature crafts.  Guest instructors will demonstrate a variety of 
crafts for all ages and abilities. Our new program “Crafters for CrittersTM” will offer regular classes and 
encourage local crafters to sell their items in our gift shop.   
 

Saturday, December 20th 6:00pm 
Bonfire Gathering 

Take a break from the holiday madness and enjoy an old fashion relaxed evening around the bonfire 
with storytelling and music. Hot dogs and marshmallows will be provided for fire roasting. A night hike 
on the forest trail is optional. Bring a lawn chair and a beverage. Admission fee is $10 adults and $5 
for children 3-12. 
 
Monday, December 22nd – Friday, December 26th & Monday December 29th – Friday January 2nd  

Calusa Camp !!! 

School is out and FUN is in! Best time of year to be outside, exploring and appreciating the 
remarkable landscapes the REAL Florida has to offer. Our 105 acres of trails, museum exhibits, 
planetarium shows and special programs will keep the kids busy and safe while you’re at work over 
the holiday break. 
 



Thursday, December 25th  We will be CLOSED Christmas Day. 

 

Saturday, December 27th, 10:00am  
Guided Nature Walk with Naturalist Rob Stange 

Put on your hiking shoes and bring the whole family for a wonderful walk through our woods!  Having 
a knowledgeable guide can make the experience so much more rewarding.  You will be walking on 
sandy trails as well as boardwalks, not suitable for those under about age seven. 
 

Saturday, December 27th, 11:00am 
Safe Boating for Families in Iona House 

Ages 10 and older. Vic Stewart from the Power Squadron will lead us through the basics of safe 
boating.  Interactive disc and materials free upon completion of the class. Class FREE with regular 
paid admission. 

 

DECEMBER 2014 Daily Schedule 

1:00 pm  Live Reptile program (daily) 
1:30 pm  Planetarium Show – Cosmic Castaways  
2:15 pm  Planetarium Show – Moon Dreams 
3:00 pm Planetarium Show – Winter Stargazing 
 
What’s Up for December Skies: 
 
Jupiter will be near Regulus, the brightest star in Leo, all month; it rises just before 11 pm at the start of 
the month and 4 minutest earlier each night. Venus will make its appearance as the “evening star” 
low in the west at sunset a few days before Christmas, and Saturn will be low in the east just before 
daybreak at the beginning of the month, but high in the SE at the same time by mid-month.  Mercury 
will be too close to the Sun for easy predawn viewing shortly after the start of the month, but will re-
emerge as a sunset object mid-month and will be quite bright from the 20th on, getting farther from 
the Sun in our skies each evening (and closer to Venus). Orion will be rising in the East just slightly after 
sunset by mid-month. 
 
On the 13th a third-quarter moon rises at midnight, so early night has darker skies. Also this is the peak 
of the powerful Geminid meteor shower (see below). On the 21st the Winter Solstice will occur at 6:03 
p.m. This night is also a new moon (AKA “dark of the moon”). Christmas Eve sunset-gazing will be 
particularly lovely if the sky is clear: Mercury (at least until 6:10 pm or so) and Venus will be shining 
brightly just above the WSW horizon and a thin waxing crescent moon will be passing Mars high in the 
southwest just after sunset.  
28 – First Quarter Moon  – moon sets by midnight, late night skies are darker. 
 
Meteor Shower: Geminids Peak December 13-14:  Active from December 4th to 16th 2014, this 
shower peaks on the night of Dec 13-14, with a third quarter moon making the show a bit less 
spectacular after midnight, as the moon will be competing with the meteors. 

The Geminids are usually the strongest meteor shower of the year; meteor watchers should 
plan to be in dark-sky locations by 10 p.m. on December 13 and 14. This is the only major shower that 
provides quite a bit of activity as early as 10 p.m., due to Gemini being high in the sky by that time.  

 

Calendar as of November 15, 2014.  Subject to change. 


