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The Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium, a longtime staple of environmental education in SW Florida 
is back!  And in a BIG way! A renewed focus on quality programming, classes, more planetarium 
shows, guided walks and ways for residents new and old to connect with the REAL Florida begin in 
November. 

We will have night hikes, more moon observing, African drumming for entertainment and class, 
basket weaving like the Seminoles did to cooking with Florida native mushrooms. Presenters from 
SCCF, Master Gardeners, Master Naturalists, Cape Coral Historical museum and more.  A joint 
project between City of Cape Coral Parks & Recreation and Friends of Wildlife renewed the long 
dormant butterfly conservatory, and the partnership seems destined for more great things to come. 

The Haunted Walk won’t fail to delight those who love to be scared to death and runs most of 
October.  This is the CNCP’s biggest fundraiser of the year.  For the little ones we have the Friendly 
Forest. 

CNCP is also part of the STEM Tour again this school year, on Saturday, February 21st.  The second 
Tuesday of each month at 11am is Hikes for Tykes, taking those from zero to age 5 through the 
woods with mom and dad to show everyone there is nothing to fear, and lots to enjoy.  We also will 
continue to provide some pre-school age programming to get the littlest ones engaged with nature 
early on.  (This actually has a positive effect on parents too, LOL.) 

And to make sure everyone knows just how wonderful this place really is, we are having an OPEN 
HOUSE, Thursday, November 6th, 5:00pm – 7:00pm, FREE and open to the public.  Three of the 
groups who meet here monthly are also meeting that night.  Sierra Club: 6:00pm inside museum, 
Calusa Herpetological Society: 7:00pm in Iona House and Southwest Florida Astronomy  Society: 
7:30pm in Planetarium. Telescope Renaissance Night AND Guest Speaker Brian McGaffney from 
Nutwood Observatory & Dark Sky preserve in Ontario Canada. 

Join one of these community groups on November 6th, and receive a one year single membership to 
the Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium as a Thank You! 

So, we are really busy doing more to reach our community in order to share the one thing no one is 
getting enough of these days: nature.  Trust us; there is NO app for that! 

For more information, please contact  

Mary Rawl, Director at mrawl@calusanature.org or 239.275.3435                                                                                   
Sue Scott, Education Coordinator at sue@calusanature.org or 239.275.3435 


