
August 27, 2010 
 
TO:  Old and New Friends of the Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival 
 
FROM:  The Planning Committee of the Eleventh Annual Charlotte Harbor Nature 
Festival, a regional celebration 
 
SUBJECT:  We need your help! 

 
The Eleventh Annual Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival 

will be held Saturday, November 20, 2010 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Charlotte County Sports Complex located at 2300 El Jobean Rd/SR 776 in Port Charlotte. 

 
Please help celebrate the splendor of the natural environment of Southwest Florida 

by sponsoring, exhibiting, volunteering and promoting this event. 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

The Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival is a regional family-friendly celebration where people can learn 
about topics affecting the natural environment of southwest Florida. This is accomplished through a wide variety 
of activities for both adults and children, which include guided walks in Tippecanoe Environmental Park, hands-
on activities, exhibits and vendors, music, a Children’s Discovery Zone and more. A committee of volunteers, 
who represent a diverse group of organizations, is dedicated to making this Festival exciting and informative. 
Admission and parking are both free. 
 

We have established ourselves as an annual community event that will continue to grow and enrich the 
lives of our citizens. We have scheduled the next festival for Saturday, November 20, 2010. It will again be 
held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Charlotte County Sports Complex located at 2300 El Jobean Rd/SR 776 in 
Port Charlotte. (Please note that there is no rain date.)  

 
We hope that you will participate in the Eleventh Annual Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival, making it 

bigger and better than ever. Thank you for considering these requests. 
 
 Sponsor. Festival expenses are covered by generous sponsors and proceeds from an on-site raffle. 
We’re happy to accept sponsorships of all amounts! (Raffle items are considered a separate and additional 
donation from sponsorship donations.).We must raise $30,000 to cover all festival expenses.1 This includes the 
cost of a tote bag given away to the public. The quantity of tote bags will depend on funds available after other 
festival expenses are met. Please respond by September 17, 2010, so that you will be included in the early 
promotional material.  
 

The Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program is pleased to again support the Festival as the event’s 
main sponsor. The website at www.CHNEP.org includes online forms to register as a sponsor, exhibitor or 
volunteer, festival history, planning committee information, promotional material, sample press releases and 
other important information. The most up-to-date information about the Festival will always be available on the 
website. To ease communication for additional event information, participants are encouraged to provide an 
email address if available. 

                                                           
1 The fiscal agent for the eleventh annual Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival is the Southwest Florida Regional Planning 
Council, a 170(c) 1. As a government entity any donations and contributions are tax deductible as they are exclusively for a 
public purpose. The SWFRPC federal tax identification number is 59-1515448. SWFRPC does not engage a professional 
solicitor and 100% of the funds generated by this request will be used to support this or future Charlotte Harbor Nature 
Festivals. The consumer certificate of exception as issued by the Florida Department of Revenue is 46-07-113386-53C. 
Unfortunately SWFRPC is not able to accept credit cards. Please make checks payable to SWFRPC and include CHNF in 
the memo line. Thank you. 
 



continued 

Sponsorship 
Sponsor  

Donations 
Exhibit 
Table  

Name on 
Event 

Program as 
Sponsor 

Name on 
Promotiona
l Material 

(when 
possible) 

Festival 
Area Named 
for Sponsor 

Logo on 
Material 

EXHIBITOR/VENDOR $0 + Gift for 
Raffle 

    

DOLPHIN $100     
SEA TURTLE $250     
OSPREY $500     
FLORIDA PANTHER $1,000     

+$500 (total 
$1,500) 

 Have your company name printed on a festival tote bag. 

+$1,000 (total 
$2,000) 

 Have your company logo printed on a festival tote bag. 

BALD EAGLE $3,500     
 

The Festival has had as many as 70 exhibitors and more than 4,000 people attending! From one review 
of the cars we know visitors traveled from 13 counties in Florida, 17 states and Canada. This special occasion 
provides exceptional opportunities for environmental education and we need your help to make it a continued 
success. The Festival has become an indispensable showcase of our region’s activities and it is a great 
opportunity to spread your message, advertise your business, demonstrate your accomplishments, build your 
constituency, and sell your creations!  

 
Exhibitor/Vendor: Become an exhibitor or vendor by completing the online form at www.CHNEP.org. 

An exhibitor or vendor can be any type of organization as long as it relates to the natural environment of 
Southwest Florida. Exhibitors and vendors with information on other topics are not invited to participate. All 
exhibitors and vendors receive free space and a table; however, we request that you donate item(s) with a $25 
minimum value to the Festival raffle. Guidance on how to make these donations will be posted on the website. 
Final deadline for exhibitors and vendors will be October 29, 2010, space permitting.  

 
Exhibitors and vendors may set up the day of the Festival beginning at 7:30 A.M. All exhibitors and 

vendors must be set up no later than 9 A.M. and we require that exhibitors and vendors stay for the entire 
Festival. Exhibitors and vendors must bring their own chairs and table covering but may also bring their own 
tables and tent but tents must comply with county requirements. 
 

Volunteers: As a volunteer you can join the planning committee, help promote the Festival, or 
volunteer the day before and day of the event. If you have any suggestions for new exhibitors or changes that 
you think will improve the festival, please let us know. We try to incorporate new ideas into each year’s event.  
 

Promotion: We need everyone to help promote the Festival and its goal of educating the public in the 
stewardship of our natural resources. Your promotion of the Festival may include coverage in your organization 
newsletter, website or correspondence – or any way that is available to you. The committee would like to 
recognize vendors who help promote the Festival so please send details to CHNEP.  

 
If you wish to talk with someone about the festival, please contact Maran Hilgendorf with the Charlotte 

Harbor National Estuary Program (866/835-5785 x 240, mhilgendorf@swfrpc.org). 
 
Again, thank you for your support. We hope you’ll be able to help make the eleventh annual 

Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival the best yet. 


