
 

  People are asking me to whom they should email their complaints about this outlandish program. The 
people running the program appear to be avoiding publicity and public comments, so that's not an easy 
question. 

   Gov Scott ordered the environmental agencies to identify conservation properties that could be 
"surplussed."  The reason they chose that route is because in 1998 we got the following provision added 
to the Florida Constitution. 

SECTION 18.â€ƒDisposition of conservation lands.—The fee interest in real property held by an entity of 
the state and designated for natural resources conservation purposes as provided by general law shall 
be managed for the benefit of the citizens of this state and may be disposed of only if the members of 
the governing board of the entity holding title determine the property is no longer needed for 
conservation purposes and only upon a vote of two-thirds of the governing board. 

History.—Proposed by Coonstitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 5, 1998, filed with the Secretary 
of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. 

   DEP and the other environmental agencies then came up with the list now being circulated, and unless 
Gov Scott orders otherwise, that will be the properties that will be voted "surplus." All properties held 
by the Florida State Government are held in the name of the TIITF, or TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL 
IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND, a weird bureaucratic name for a cabinet committee staffed by the State 
Lands Division of the DEP. The Florida Cabinet consists of Gov Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi, 
Commissioner Adam Putnam, and  Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater, all elected officials. Per the above 
constitutional amendment, it would take the votes of three (out of four) of these individuals to "surplus" 
conservation lands. They have tentatively scheduled a TIITF meeting for 24 September, but have not 
published an agenda. 

   You might think it would be a simple thing to send an email to your governor--you would think wrong. 
Go to http://www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the-governor and follow the instructions. 

   To email Pam Bondi, go to 
http://myfloridalegal.com/contact.nsf/contact?Open&Section=Attorney_General and follow the 
instructions. 

   To email Adam Putnam go to http://app2.freshfromflorida.com/contact/?ID=1 and follow the 
instructions. 

   To email Jeff Atwater  you can just (surprise, surprise) send your message to 
Jeff.Atwater@myfloridacfo.com 

    Yes, their bureaucratic nonsense is designed to keep you from complaining, but please persevere and 
tell them what you think about their "surplus conservation lands program" While you are there. you 
might want to tell them (except for Atwater) what you think about their email restrictions as well. 

    Cathy Cochnane gave me permission to share the attached with you. 
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