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After an initial slow reaction to the

lagoon’s woes, county commissioners

have taken more aggressive actions

to help the lagoon.
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HOW THEY VOTED ON KEY LAGOON ISSUES

Yay
8 / 8

Not in
office

N/A

Yay
8 / 8

Not in
office

N/A

Nay
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FERTILIZER REGULATION 
Approved some restrictions on fertilizer use, without summer ban. 
Fertilizer runoff is seen as contributing to algae growth in the lagoon.

Outcome (2012): Passed 3-‐2

NOTE: THEN-‐COMMISSIONER MARY BOLIN LEWIS VOTED YAY, 
AND THEN-‐COMMISSIONER CHUCK NELSON VOTED NAY.
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SUMMER BAN ON FERTILIZER USE 
Banned fertilizing in unincorporated Brevard from June 1 to Sept. 30.

Outcome (2014): Passed 5-‐0

NOTE: THEN-‐COMMISSIONERS MARY BOLIN LEWIS AND CHUCK NELSON VOTED YAY.
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STORMWATER FEE INCREASE 
Increased stormwater fees 78 percent over three years to help ease runoff into the lagoon.

Outcome (2014): Passed 4-‐1

NOTE: THEN-‐COMMISSIONERS MARY BOLIN LEWIS AND CHUCK NELSON VOTED YAY.
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DECLARATION OF 
STATE OF EMERGENCY
Resolution urging Gov. Scott to declare a state of emergency for the Indian River Lagoon.

Outcome (2016): Defeated 4-‐1 (No official vote because item received no second)
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SAVE OUR LAGOON 
SPECIAL TAXING DISRICT
Initiated the process to put a referendum on the Nov. 2016 ballot to establish a special 
countywide property tax to raise $27.5M per year for lagoon-‐related projects.

Outcome (2016): Passed 3-‐1, with one absent
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FINAL GRADE POINTS / POSSIBLE 
B

88 / 100
B

35 / 42
F

30 / 100
B

35 / 42
F

50 / 100

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATION
-‐ 5 0 0 0 0

Minus 5 points for Robin Fisher for resistance to Senate Bill 550, which led to House Bill 1263.
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Fertilizer regulations (2012)

This was Brevard’s first swipe at new restrictions
on fertilizer. Scientists point to fertilizer washing into
the lagoon as contributing to algae growth.

Commissioners voted 3-2 to adopt a somewhat-
stricter alternative to state-recommended rules, but
chose not to approve a summertime ban of fertilizer
use.

Commissioner Andy Anderson voted no, saying he
favored a uniform statewide regulation, rather than a
patchwork of rules in cities and counties throughout
the state. The other no vote came from then-Commis-
sioner Chuck Nelson, who favored stricter rules than
the ones proposed. 

Summer ban on fertilizer (2014)

The County Commission unanimously adopted a
ban on fertilizer use during the summer rainy season
and other stricter rules.

Stormwater fees (2014)

This 4-1 vote increased the fees first time since the
fees were first established in 1990. 

Commissioner Trudie Infantini voted against the
increase, in keeping with her consistent stance as a
county commissioner in opposing tax and fee in-
creases.

The phased-in increase totals 78 percent above the
2014 rate when fully implemented this October. It will
raise more than $6 million a year for stormwater
projects that can benefit the lagoon, compared with
$3.4 million under the old fee.

Under the plan, the typical fee for a single-family
residence increased from $36 to $52 in October 2014,
and will increase to $64 in October 2016.

Emergency declaration (2016)

This proposal by Infantini was to ask Florida Gov.
Rick Scott to declare a state of emergency for Indian
River Lagoon, with the idea of freeing up state money
to help cleanup the lagoon, separate from the regular
state budget process.

The other four commissioners opposed that re-
quest, and it never came to a formal vote because no
commissioner would “second” her motion.

County Commission Vice Chair Curt Smith said he
didn’t want to pressure the governor to declare a state
of emergency — to “put him in a box” — when there
could be other approaches in which the governor and

the legislators could work with the county on address-
ing the issue. 

Additionally, Smith said, he didn’t want to “scare
people away” from visiting Brevard County, thus
hurting the tourism industry.

Lagoon property tax (2016)

Commissioners voted 3-1 with Commissioner Andy
Anderson absent to consider giving voters a chance to
decide on adding a new property tax that would raise
$27.5 million a year for the lagoon and to leverage
more than $400 million through the sale of bonds for
lagoon projects.

This summer, commissioners will get details from
county staff on how the tax would work and a game
plan for how the money could be used. At that time,
commissioners will have a second vote on actually
putting the measure on the Nov. 8.

The proposal came from County Commission
Chairman Jim Barfield, who was looking for a way to
get a large infusion of money for the lagoon.

Barfield’s proposed Save Our Lagoon Special Tax-
ing District, would have a proposed annual tax of $1
per $1,000 of taxable property value.

Barfield said the special tax could go toward re-
moval of muck from the lagoon, replacement of septic
tanks, stormwater system and drainage improve-
ment, public education and other steps to improve the
lagoon.

Infantini said she voted against the proposal as
part of her opposition to new taxes and her belief that
“we have never set a priority list for how funds
should be spent” in the county.

Anderson said he missed the vote because of a
personal issue that evening. Barfield’s proposal was
not on the agenda of what was otherwise a relatively
routine meeting on zoning issues, and Anderson was
not aware the lagoon tax plan would be brought up.
Anderson said he would like to examine the details
further, but generally supports giving voters a chance
to decide on a new tax like this.

FLORIDA LEGISLATURE

Senate Bill 550 (2010)

Required septic tank inspections and pump-outs
every five years.

Of Florida’s 2.6 million septic tanks, roughly half
are more than 30 years old, according to a 2008 study
by the Florida Department of Health. There are an

The votes and why they were important 

Continued on Next Page

Here is some of what our elected officials had to say
about our scorecard grading their efforts on the
lagoon. Go to floridatoday.com to see their full
responses.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER ROBIN FISHER
The crisis didn’t happen overnight. And it won't be
solved overnight. As a county, we have to do
everything within our own control, including
addressing stormwater issues, sewage outfalls,
leaking septic tanks, residents proactively
participating in prevention (being aware of and
personally responsible for smart landscaping
practices and watching what we allow to run into
the sewer system).

COUNTY COMMISSIONER JIM BARFIELD
The restoration of the Indian River Lagoon will take
years to accomplish. There is no “quick fix.” But, as
evidence by Tampa Bay and Sarasota Estuary
Programs show, restoration can be accomplished. A
reliable, sustained funding stream is needed to
remove muck, eliminate septic tanks and correct
existing outfalls directly into the Indian River
Lagoon.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER TRUDIE INFANTINI
FLORIDA TODAY took a poll in August or September
2013, and it asked if the people would like to pay
more money in taxes to clean up the lagoon.
Seventy-‐two percent of the people out there said
they did not want to pay more in taxes. I take that as
a request for the board to look in its current budget
to find the money needed to clean up the lagoon,
rather than building and spending money to build a
mall.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER CURT SMITH
We need long-‐term solutions to a very big problem,
not knee-‐jerk reactions. And that is what I and my
fellow Brevard County commissioners and those of us
on the Indian River Lagoon Council are working
toward. In fact, I am going to Washington, D.C., in
May to discuss streamlining of permits with the Army
Corps of Engineers. We have already had those
discussions with the state.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER ANDY ANDERSON
I am generally in favor of letting the voters decide on
a new tax like (the proposed lagoon property tax).
But I want to see details of the language of the
proposal and details of what the money would be
used for before deciding on whether to vote in favor
of putting this on the ballot in November.

WHAT THEY SAID


