
 

THE CITY OF FORT MYERS  

 

 

P.O. Drawer 2217 

Fort Myers, FL  33902 

 

 

Press Release 
Date:  5/21/10 

For questions regarding this press release, please contact: 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:  Melanie Grigsby     

 Email:  mgrigsby@cityftmyers.com     

 Phone: (office)  (239) 321-7467     

 Phone: (cell)       

 

Press Release Information: 

Main Title of Press Release: GRAND OPENING OF BILLY’S CREEK PRESERVE  

Date: June 2, 2010     

Location: 951 Marsh Ave., Fort Myers, FL   

Hours: Tours 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.   Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at 11:00 a.m.    

Body of Press Release:  

The City of Fort Myers in cooperation with Lee County, the South Florida Water Management District 

(SFWMD) and the Friends of Billy’s Creek is celebrating the grand opening of Billy’s Creek Preserve on 

June 2, 2010.  Tours of this scenic preserve will be offered from 9 a.m.  until 10:30 a.m. followed by a 

ribbon cutting ceremony at 11 a.m. Parking for the event will be provided at 951 Marsh Avenue and 

the public is invited to participate in the tours and attend the ribbon cutting ceremony. 

 City Mayor Randall P. Henderson will preside over the ceremony with guest speakers: Teresa Watkins 

Brown, Ward 1 City Council; Warren J. Wright, past Ward 1 City Council; Thomas Leonardo, Ward 6 City 

Council, Charles Dauray, SFWMD Governing Board Member; A. Brian  Bigelow, District 2, Lee County 

Board of County Commissioner; Wiley Parker, CLASAC member; and Barbara Manzo, Director, Lee 

County Parks and Recreation. 
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 Billy’s Creek was identified as an impaired watershed by the Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection in 1998 for low dissolved oxygen, related primarily to excess nutrient levels in the tributary, 

and excessive levels of bacteria.  As part of the strategy to address water quality improvements 

throughout Fort Myers, a cooperative effort was undertaken by the City, SFWMD and Lee County to 

create a facility that would not only address water quality improvements but also provided increased 

flood protection and offer recreational and educational amenities.  The preserve provides a unique 

opportunity for all to learn about the local environment while providing long-term benefits to the 

Caloosahatchee River Watershed.  

Nestled within a large oak hammock, is more than a mile of trails that wind around a fresh water 

marsh providing a beautiful park setting for everyone to enjoy.  New park amenities include bilingual 

educational signs, benches, and 1.5 miles of paved walkways that can be used for skateboarding, hiking 

and bicycling.  A shaded shelter for picnics and teaching and a launch area for kayaks and canoes have 

been constructed in the preserve. Pets are welcome, and the park even offers pet waste stations.  

 The preserve serves several important practical purposes. As stormwater runoff from the surrounding 

area flows into Billy’s Creek, it is redirected into the preserve to begin a treatment process designed to 

improve water quality. The redirected water first passes through a settling pond prior to entering two 

wetland filter marshes  containing varieties of native marsh plantings.  The marsh plantings act to 

reduce nutrient levels resulting in greatly improved water quality before being returned to Billy’s 

Creek, which discharges to the Caloosahatchee River.  The system provides additional water storage, 

which serves to attenuate downstream discharges by retaining some of the stormwater runoff on-site. 

This increases groundwater recharge and reduces the potential of downstream flooding. 

Quotes: 

 Friends of Billy's Creek - Jerry Miller, President   

"Friends of Billy's Creek is excited about the opening of the Billy's Creek Preserve to promote better 

water quality and enhance this neighborhood. Billy's Creek is a gem in the middle of an urban setting. 

The Preserve will also be a fantastic park for the residents of Ft. Myers, Lee County and Eco-visitors. 

The beauty and tranquility of the creek and this natural preserve is a great place for families and 

friends to spend time together kayaking, canoeing or fishing in a small boat."  
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Wright Construction Group - Fred Edman, CEO   

“The Billy Creek Filter Marsh is a reflection of the leadership of this community that recognizes the 

importance of water quality in SW Florida.  We are excited to be a part of the team that is actively 

preserving the sensitive ecology of this community.” 
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