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October 22, 2007 
 
Headquarters 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: CECW-P (IP) 
7701 Telegraph Road 
Alexandria, VA 22315-3860 
 
RE: C-43 West Basin Storage Reservoir Project FEIS-PIR 
 
To whom this may concern: 
 
The Collier County Audubon Society and Audubon of Florida (Audubon) welcome this 
opportunity to comment on the proposed reservoir at Berry Grove near the Caloosahatchee 
River, the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) Final Caloosahatchee River (C-
43) West Basin Storage and Reservoir Project Implementation Report.  We have reviewed the 
large report and appendices and have several comments.  
 
Audubon is very supportive of this effort to provide additional storage of freshwater for 
assistance in providing dry season minimum ecologically necessary flows to the Caloosahatchee 
River estuary.  It has become increasingly clear to everyone working on Lake Okeechobee and 
estuary/river restoration that considerably more freshwater storage and water quality treatment is 
needed for these Everglades watersheds and features to recover and be sustainable than was 
understood and planned for even a few years ago.  For that reason, this C-43 West Basin Storage 
Reservoir project is essential, and we urge its expedient construction and implementation. 
 
It is important to note some additional factors related to this reservoir.  Regarding our concerns 
over inadequate plans for storage and treatment of water in the Lake’s watershed, Audubon 
analysis (Lake Okeechobee Restoration Needs, January, 2007) reveals a 1.2 million acre/feet 
storage and treatment need upstream of the Lake that currently is not incorporated into CERP 
plans.  We believe the Lake Okeechobee and Estuary Protection Planning efforts are working 
toward those ends, but they must be expedited as land use planning and agricultural/rural 
conversions are quickly becoming both opportunities and conflicts in the Lake and River 
watersheds.  Audubon is convinced that such additional storage and treatment ultimately will 
make the C-43 Reservoir much more effective in its minimum flows objective. 
 
A factor that seems overlooked sometimes is that the Caloosahatchee estuaries are affected as 
much by the River’s own watershed basin flows and water quality impacts as from Lake 
Okeechobee.  Loss of wetlands and storage combined with conflicting engineering such as 



Lehigh Acres drainage to the River and other basin pollution sources has significant river and 
estuary impacts.  This C-43 reservoir is one facility that will help balance salinity levels 
downstream.  Considerable coordination and additional proactive basin work by local, state and 
federal agencies will be required to address the full impacts of these basin flows. 
 
We also have concerns that water quality treatment measures will be needed for this reservoir 
project, in addition to what is planned.  It is our understanding that test cell results indicate the 
deep reservoirs will not provide any significant water quality treatment and therefore, planning 
and funding for treatment facilities should be added to this project.   
 
Audubon also has a concern that mitigation for panther habitat loss due to this project is being 
accomplished through other CERP projects, which seems contrary to the purpose of Everglades 
restoration work.  Projects like Picayune Strand restoration certainly do provide an increase in 
regional panther habitat utility, but its purpose is not to be used as a mitigation bank for other 
engineering projects.  This “double-dipping” actually reduces the landscape level ecological lift 
provided by Everglades restoration.  Audubon urges that this and other CERP projects that have 
habitat or wetland mitigation obligations meet these without reliance on other CERP projects. 
 
Despite these concerns, and partly because of them in the case of the storage and treatment needs 
in the Lake and River watersheds, Audubon strongly supports the completion of this planning 
process for the C-43 Reservoir Project and its expedient and effective construction and 
implementation.  Concurrently, we urge attention and adjustments based on our identified 
concerns, which we believe can be accomplished without delay and with increased restoration 
benefits. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Eric Draper 
Deputy Director of Policy 
Audubon of Florida 
 
 
 
 
Bradley Cornell 
Southwest Florida Policy Associate 
Collier County Audubon Society 
 
 


